AP COMPARATIVE GOVERNMENT COURSE SYLLABUS
Department Chair: Joanna Berg (jmberg@naperville203.org)

District 203 Mission
To educate students to be self-directed learners, collaborative workers,
complex thinkers, quality producers, and community contributors

Social Studies Department Mission:
Our mission is to equip students with knowledge and skills so they can be active
global citizens, curious thinkers and empathetic and compassionate human
beings through our dynamic teaching and collaboration

Course Description

Students in AP Comparative Government will focus on developing a working knowledge of the various
global political systems, how they formed, how they interact and how they drive global economics and
societal development. In this course, we will study the 5 major political systems utilized by states in the
world today through readings, discussion and research of current events. This course is an Advanced
Placement course and therefore, students have the option of taking the accompanying AP exam offered
at the end of the school year, which gives them the opportunity to possibly earn college credit for the
course. This determination is made by universities and colleges on an individual basis, and is also based
on how students score on this exam. Please inquire with the schools your child is interested in to learn
more.This course qualifies for the lllinois Global Scholar Certificate.

Course Skills:
Analysis of political systems and their structures

}

}

Acquisition of extensive vocabulary related to political science

}

Textual analysis

)

Investigation of current events and connections to political culture

)

Development of claims supported by valid evidence

)

Time management, organization and persistence

- Provide Course Themes/ Units HERE

Grading Disbursement and Grading Practices
A=100-89.5%, B=89.4-79.5%, C= 79.4-69.5%, D=69.4-59.5%, F=59.4-0%

Semester Grade = Coursework (85%) + Final (15%)

Grading Practices
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o Azeroonasummative assessment will only indicate that no attempt was made by the
student. OR If alegitimate attempt is made on an assessment, a score of 50% will be the
lowest possible grade.

m Students will be eligible for the 50% floor through timely and consistent
completion of practice work and formative assessments.
Reassessment Policy

e Project-based assessments that include multiple opportunities for feedback and improvement in
the assessment process will represent multiple attempts and be considered a re-assessment.

e Higher reassessment grades will replace the original assessment score (but will not exceed 80-90%
selected by the school).

Academic Integrity Code Statement

District 203 students are challenged to address the academic process enthusiastically, diligently,
and most importantly, honestly. It is the responsibility of our students, teachers, and administration to
uphold the fundamental academic values of honesty, responsibility, fairness, respect and trust. The
integrity of our district’s academic programs is built upon these principles.

Academic integrity violations include cheating; plagiarism, self-plagiarism or copy infringement;
obtaining or providing an unfair advantage; falsification of documents; unauthorized access to records;
and inappropriate collaboration, whether intentional or unintentional. The classroom teacher and
administration will collaborate and exercise professional judgment in determining academic integrity
violations.



Communication
e Youare encouraged to communicate with your teacher regarding questions.

e Teachers make every effort to respond to emails and phone calls within 24 hours during the work
week.

The best way to communicate with teachers is through email; however, if you haven't received a
response within 48 hours, please resend the email or call their voicemail. Your email may have been
filtered

Additional Resources for Support
> You can make an appointment with your teacher should they need additional instruction or
support in learning material.
> You can attend your teachers WIN sessions to review material or work on mastery of content
> Peer Tutoring is provided during all Lunch periods in the Literacy Center

Parents or Guardians

Naperville North believes in a collective partnership with parents/guardians which provides students
the best opportunities for success.

We encourage students and parents to:

e Actively check Infinite Campus for their student’s grade.
o Infinite Campus is a tool to progress monitor student work until the final course grade is
posted.
o Monthly progress grades are posted and represent the current grade of a student in the
course at that moment in time.

e Discuss missing assignments, reiterate due dates, help organize folders, materials, assignment
notebooks and review upcoming projects and assessments.



